
 

      

  
 

         
           
     

    

          

 
      

 
 

 
   

 

  
      

  

  
 

 
   

   
 

 
      

    
   

    
  

 

  

     
 

 

 
 

       
 

   
    

   

 
       

  
    
    
     
    
     
    
    

    
  
   

  

Documentation & Coding Reference Guide: Myocardial Infarction 

This is a quick reference guide to assist with accurate, complete documentation and coding that reflects the true nature 
of a patient’s current health status at the highest level of specificity. Per the ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding 
and Reporting, “The importance of consistent, complete documentation in the medical record cannot be 
overemphasized. Without such documentation, accurate coding cannot be achieved.” 

Acute Myocardial Infarction (MI) vs. History of Myocardial Infarction 

ICD-10-CM 
code 

Description Coding Guidance Examples of when to use 

I21.- Acute 
STEMI or NSTEMI 

MI specified as acute or with a stated 
duration of 4 weeks (28 days) or less from 
onset date. 

Member hospitalized on 
5/2/21 for Acute Non-ST 
elevation MI. Seen 
by PCP for a follow-up visit 
on 5/20/21. 

I22.- Subsequent MI Acute MI occurring within 4 weeks (28 days) 
of a previous acute MI. Only report a code 
from category I22- if the initial and the 
subsequent MI are type 1 or unspecified. 
If the subsequent MI is not type 1, see 
I21.A1 or I21.A9. 
If a subsequent  myocardial  infarction of one  
type occurs  within 4  weeks of a myocardial  
infarction of a different ty pe, assign the  
appropriate codes from  category I21  to  
identify  each type. Do not assign a code  
from I22.  

Member experienced a 
subsequent non-
ST elevation MI less than 3 
weeks after the onset of the 
previous event. 

I25.2 Old MI Healed or past MI diagnosed by ECG or 
other investigations, currently presenting no 
symptoms. Use this code after 28 days have 
passed since the acute MI event. 

Member had MI in 2007 

STEMI and NSTEMI Acute Codes (I21.x)

ICD-10-CM code Description 
I21.01 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving left main coronary artery 
I21.02 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving left anterior descending coronary artery 
I21.09 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving other coronary artery of anterior wall. 
I21.11 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving right coronary artery 
I21.19 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving other coronary artery of inferior wall 
I21.21 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving left circumflex coronary artery 
I21.29 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction involving other sites 
I21.3 ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of unspecified site 
I21.4 Non-ST elevation (NSTEMI) myocardial infarction 
I21.9 Acute myocardial infarction, unspecified 
I21.A1 Myocardial infarction type 2 

® marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross NC is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association. 



 

      

  
 

   
    

 
       
    

  
   
    
   
    
   

 
 

     
   

 

    
 

 

     
     

       
   

 

 
    

   
   

   
  

  
 

 
   

  
  

    

 
  

 

       

 
 

   
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

  

Documentation & Coding Reference Guide: Myocardial Infarction

I21.A9 Other myocardial infarction type 
I21.B Myocardial infarction with coronary microvascular dysfunction 

Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) and non-ST elevation (NSTEMI) 
myocardial infarction (I22) 

ICD-10-CM Code Description 
I22.0 Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of anterior wall 
I22.1 Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of inferior wall 
I22.2 Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of other sites 
I22.8 Subsequent ST elevation (STEMI) myocardial infarction of unspecified site 
I22.9 Subsequent non-ST elevation (NSTEMI) myocardial infarction 

History of Myocardial Infarction
ICD-10-CM code Description 
I25.2 • Old myocardial  infarction  (MI  occurred > 28  days ago) Inclusion Terms:  Healed  

myocardial infarction  
• Past myocardial infarction diagnosed by ECG or other investigation, but currently 

presenting no symptoms 

I21 vs I22 vs I25.2 — Clinical & Coding Differences 
High-level distinction: The distinction is not severity, but rather the timing and recurrence. 

Aspect I21 – Initial MI I22 – Subsequent MI 
I25.9 – Old Myocardial 
Infarction 

Purpose 
Identify a new acute MI and 
there is no documented MI in 
the prior 28 days 

Identify a new MI within 28 days of 
previous acute MI 

Identify a MI that that occurred 
in the past 

Timing 
Acute MI from date of onset up 
to 28 days after onset 

New event that occurs ≤28 days 
after a previous acute MI 

Greater than 28 days after the 
most recent acute MI event 
onset 

Includes STEMI and NSTEMI STEMI and NSTEMI Old MI, Healed MI 

Clinical 
implication 

New acute coronary event. Also 
used for ongoing care of the 
same MI during the 28-day 

Indicates reinfarction, not 
extension of the original event. 
Requires clear provider 

Past myocardial infarction 
diagnosed by ECG or other 
investigation but currently 

® marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross NC is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association. 

https://icdlist.com/icd-10/codes/subsequent-stemi-nstemi-mocard-infrc-i22
https://icdlist.com/icd-10/codes/subsequent-stemi-nstemi-mocard-infrc-i22
https://icdlist.com/icd-10/codes/subsequent-stemi-nstemi-mocard-infrc-i22


 

      

  
 

   
  

  
  

  

 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
  
  
 

  
  

  
  

 
  
 

 
   

 

 

     

   
   

 

 

   
        

        
 

          
 

Documentation & Coding Reference Guide: Myocardial Infarction

period if no new infarction 
occurs 

documentation that a new 
infarction has occurred 

presenting no symptoms. 
Ongoing clinical assessment, 
treatment and management is 
important after a myocardial 
infarction. 

Clinical 
example 

Member had acute NSTEMI on 
2/2/2026.  Cardiologist sees 
member 2/15/2026 for post 
hospital follow-up visit. 

Provider documented new 
NSTEMI on 1/12/2026 occurs 10 
days after an acute anterior STEMI 
on 1/1/2026 

Member had acute NSTEMI on 
4/3/2026.  Cardiologist sees 
member 5/15/2026 for 
continuing medical 
management   follow-up 

Critical Coding Rule (Often Missed) 

When I22 is reported, an I21 code MUST ALSO be assigned. 

• I21 = identifies the prior (initial) MI
• I22 = identifies the subsequent MI

This accurately  reflects two distinct infarctions during one 28-day period. 

References 

• EncoderPro.com for Payers
• ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting (PDF)
• ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting, FY 2026, Section I.C.9.e (Acute myocardial infarction).

CMS.

For questions, please email the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Provider Engagement Risk Team at 
BCBSNCRiskAdj@bcbsnc.com. 

® marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross NC is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association. 

https://www.encoderprofp.com/epro4payers/index.jsp
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fy-2022-icd-10-cm-coding-guidelines-updated-02012022.pdf
mailto:BCBSNCRiskAdj@bcbsnc.com
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