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Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina (Blue Cross NC) is working hard to 

help you and your loved ones prepare, stay healthy and get the care you need 

during COVID-19. We will continue responding to this crisis to best serve our 

members while supporting doctors, nurses and hospitals. 

Getting the COVID-19 vaccine — and following the 3 Ws (see sidebar) — are 

your best protections against the virus. We want you to have all the information 

you need when it comes to this vaccine. Below are answers to common questions. 

What should I know about the COVID-19 vaccine?

+      COVID-19 vaccines are approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

using Emergency Use Authorization (EUA).

+      The vaccine is based on years of research treating similar viruses — so scientists 

already had somewhere to start.

+      Testing for the vaccine was thorough and determined successful through clinical trials. 

+      No serious side effects were reported in clinical trials. Some people might feel 

tired, get a fever or have swelling from the injection.

+      As of February 1, more than 101 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been 

given worldwide — with nearly 33 million doses given in the United States.1

When can I get vaccinated?
+      The COVID-19 vaccine is being distributed in phases set by the federal and state 

government. That means everyone will not receive it at the same time.

+      To find out when you are eligible for the vaccine and where you can get it, visit  

covid19.ncdhhs.gov/findyourspot.

Will my health plan cover the vaccine?
+      Yes! The COVID-19 vaccine will be available at no cost for all Blue Cross NC 

members. Be sure to bring your member ID card when you go to get your vaccine.

+      After the public health emergency, Blue Cross NC will treat the vaccine as 

preventive care — so you’ll be covered whenever you get vaccinated, now or in 

the future.

What You Need to Know About the 

COVID-19 VACCINE

Learn more
For more about COVID-19 vaccines, visit BlueCrossNC.com/Vaccine 
and covid19.ncdhhs.gov/findyourspot. 

In addition to getting the COVID-19 
vaccine, it’s vital to follow the 3 Ws  
each and every day to protect yourself, 
your family and your neighbors.

WEAR a face covering or mask 
when in public, around high-risk 
people, when caring for others  
or when around those not in  

your household.

WAIT at least 6 feet apart from 
others when outside your home 
or in public or enclosed spaces.

WASH your hands often and 
regularly for at least 20 seconds.

Get more tips at  
BlueCrossNC.com/3Ws. 

1  Data as of February 1, 2021, 6:33 PM EST. Source:  
www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution 
(Accessed February 2, 2021).
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