
DRUG CLASS: Systemic Antipsoriatic Agents

DRUG NAME: Raptiva® (efalizumab)

Raptiva‚ is an immunosuppressive agent that works by preventing activation and proliferation of T-cells. It is indicated
for the following treatment:

• Chronic moderate to severe plaque psoriasis in adults who are candidates for systemic therapy or phototherapy.

RAPTIVA® UTILIZATION MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

FDA INDICATIONS:

Coverage is provided immediately (without generating a coverage review process) for the treatment of plaque psoriasis
in the presence of a prescription within the previous 18 months for any of the following drugs and if the prescribing
physician is a dermatologist:

• Methoxsalen (Oxsoralen®)

• Methotrexate

• Cyclosporine

• Acitretin (Soriatane®)

• Etanercept (Enbrel®)

• Efalizumab (Raptiva®)

In situations where the above does not apply, coverage for Raptiva‚ is determined through the coverage authorization
criteria.

BENEFIT DESIGN:
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ICD-9 CODES: Plaque Psoriasis 696.1

Coverage is provided if the following criteria has been met:

• Member is being managed by a dermatologist

AND

• Diagnosis of Plaque Psoriasis, Pustular Psoriasis, or Erythrodermic Psoriasis

AND

• Body Surface Area (BSA) involvement of at least 5%

OR

• Involvement of the palms, soles, head and neck, or genitalia, causing disruption in normal daily activities and/or
employment

AND

• Failure of systemic therapy (methotrexate, cyclosporine, Soriatane®) or patient has contraindication to these
treatments

COVERAGE AUTHORIZATION CRITERIA:

None

BLACK BOX WARNINGS:



• Conventional therapy for moderate to severe psoriasis includes phototherapy and/or oral medications such as
methotrexate and cyclosporine. Due to the potential for serious side effects, the cost impact, and the monitoring
requirements, Raptiva® is considered second-line therapy after topical treatment, phototherapy, and other systemic
medications currently used for psoriasis (i.e. methotrexate, cyclosporine, Soriatane®).

RATIONALE:

• Dose = 0.7mg/kg SC conditioning dose followed by weekly SC doses of 1mg/kg (maximum single dose not to
exceed a total of 200mg)

• Administration = Raptiva® is intended for use under the guidance and supervision of a physician.  If it is
determined to be appropriate, patients may self-inject the medication after proper training in the preparation and
injection technique and with medical follow-up.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION:

• Physicians should monitor patients for signs and symptoms of thrombocytopenia. Assessment of platelet counts
is recommended upon initiating and periodically while receiving treatment. It is recommended that assessments
be more frequent when initiating therapy (e.g. monthly) and may decrease in frequency with continued treatment
(e.g. every 3 months).

MONITORING

• The most common adverse events during the clinical trials were headache, fever, chills, nausea, and myalgia.
These were all first dose reactions that occurred within two days following the first two injections. The most serious
adverse reactions were serious infection, malignancies, thrombocytopenia, and psoriasis worsening.

ADVERSE REACTIONS

• Serious Infections: Raptiva® is an immunosuppresant agent and has the potential to increase the risk of infection
and reactive, latent, chronic infections. As a result, this agent should not be administered to patients with clinically
important infections, and caution should be exercised in patients with chronic infection or history of recurrent
infections.

• Malignancies: Many immunosuppressive agents have the potential to increase the risk of malignancy. Caution
should be exercised in these patients.

RISK FACTORS/CONTRAINDICATIONS:

• No drug interaction studies have been conducted. However, patients should not receive Raptiva® in conjunction
with other immunosuppressive agents or live, live-attenuated, or acellular vaccines.

DRUG INTERACTIONS:

1. Raptiva (efalizumab). Product Information. Genetech. 2003.

2. New Drug: Raptiva. Pharmacist’s Letter 2003;19(12):191213.

3. Callen, Jeffrey, Krueger Gerald, Lebwohl Mark, et. al.  AAD Statement on Psoriasis Therapies. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2003
Nov;49(5):897-9.

4. National Psoriasis Foundation website. Psoriasis treatment. 
http://www.psoriasis.org/medical/advocacy/2003_systemicsdiagram.php

5. Raptiva for the Treatment of Psoriasis. The Medical Letter. December 8,2003;(1171) pp. 97-98.

6. Rangioletti F, Borenstein M, Krisner R, Kerdel F.  Erythrodermic recalcitrant psoriasis: clinical resolution of infliximab.       
J Dermatolog Treat. 2003 Dec;14(4): 222-5.

7. Barland C, Kerdel FA. Addition of low-dose methotrexate to infliximab in the treatment of a patient with severe, recalcitrant
pustular psoriasis. Arch Dermatol. 2003 Jul; 139(7): 949-50.

REFERENCES:



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 99
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004d006f006f0072006500570061006c006c00610063006500200049006e0063002e00200048006900670068002d005200650073006f006c007500740069006f006e002c00200063006f006d0070006f00730069007400650020007000640066002000730065007400740069006e00670073>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 1224.000]
>> setpagedevice


