
 

 

 

   

 

  
 

 
 

 
     

    
   

 

The 
NorTh CaroliNa 

healTh iNsuraNCe 
exChaNge: 

Setting the Record Straight
 
Why BCBSNC’S CompEtItoRS AREN’t SEllINg 
oN thE NoRth CARolINA ExChANgE. 

M any North Carolinians have been 

surprised by how few health 

insurers are selling plans on the new 

health insurance Exchange – the marketplace 

established by the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

where many individuals without employer 

health benefits can purchase insurance. 

In fact, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North 

Carolina (BCBSNC) is the only insurer offering 

ACA-compliant health insurance plans on the 

Exchange in all 100 North Carolina counties. 

opTed ouT of The exChaNge 

this is indeed surprising, because six other 

health insurance companies are selling ACA-

compliant coverage in North Carolina – just 

not on the Exchange. As a result, their plans 

are unavailable to many moderate- and lower-

income North Carolinians. these citizens, who 

are likely to be in poorer health than others, are 

relying on the Exchange because it is the only 

place they can claim federal subsidies to help 

pay for their coveragei. 

iFederal guidelines for 2013 set 400 percent of federal poverty level at 
$45,960 for a single adult living on their own and $94,200 for a family of four. 

oN The exChaNge 

These insurers offer aCa-CoMPlianT Plans, 
BuT noT on The eXChange, The only PlaCe 
ConsuMers Can reCeive federal suBsidies. 

The only insurer ThaT offers aCa-CoMPlianT 
Plans To all norTh Carolinians, regardless 

of inCoMe or where They live. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are the out-of-state, for-profit 
insurance companies competing 
everywhere except on the Exchange? 

It’s a good question. 

? 

these insurance companies stated that they wanted a strong 

competitive environment for insurers and consumers alike. 

the best way to show that commitment is to compete on the 

Exchange. these insurers sought out and received approval to sell 

ACA-compliant plans in North Carolina. yet when the opportunity 

came to serve all North Carolinians by selling ACA-compliant 

plans on the Exchange, they chose to opt out. 

In contrast, BCBSNC’s focus remains where it has been 

for more than 80 years: on meeting the health care needs 

of all of our state’s citizens, from Cherokee to Chocowinity, 

from Warrenton to Wadesboro. 

ACA 

To learn more about your health insurance options – regardless of your 

income or where you live in North Carolina – visit one of our stores or 

log on to bcbsnc.com/readyforreform, where you can explore plan 

options, learn pricing and estimate your potential subsidy. 
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